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TH5087 – Despite a sale of 1.1 million metric ton of rice stocks, export prices increased 2-3 percent due 

to concerns about ongoing drought and small amounts of good quality rice remaining in government 

stocks.       
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Market Tone 

 
Following last week’s bump up, export prices increased by $5-10/MT for white and parboiled rice, 

which is 2 to 3 percent above the previous week.  This increase is despite the large sales of 

government stocks.  Traders reportedly are expressing growing concern about the ongoing drought 

and small amount of good quality rice left in the government stocks.  Domestic farm-level prices of 

current-crop rice paddy increased to around 8,400 baht per metric tons ($249/MT), up 8 percent 

from the previous week, as millers are stockpiling new-crop rice in anticipation of smaller main-

crop supplies in the coming months. 

The Government reported that 33 bidders (out of 62) were awarded amounts in the public tender 

on July 6.  Around 1.1 million metric tons (out of 1.4 million metric tons) was sold, primarily to 

exporters at approximately 9,000 baht per metric ton, ex-warehouse ($266/MT), mostly 5% grade 

white rice.  This sales prices is far below the purchase price of  22,700 baht per metric tons 

($670/MT)) under the former government’s pledging programs.  So far in 2015, the government 

has sold 3.2 million metric tons of its rice stocks. 

On July 8, the Government reported that it is holding stocks of around 14 million metric tons.  Of 

the total, only around 8 million metric tons are mixed-quality food grade.  Meanwhile, the 

remainder is non-food grade (4.7 million metric tons) and bad quality rice (1.3 million metric 

tons).  Despite this official report, questions remain about the amount of rice that is unaccounted 

for in government stocks.                

Rice Export Update 

Unofficial preliminary rice exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) for July 6-12, 2015 

totaled 87,844 metric tons, up 5,521 metric tons from the previous week and up 4,306 metric tons 

from the four-week moving average of 83,539 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports (excluding 

premium white and fragrant rice) from January 1 – July 12, 2015, totaled 2,056,761 metric tons, 

down 18 percent from the same period last year. 

Total rice exports from January to May 2015 totaled 3,772,158 metric tons, down 1.4 percent from 

the same period last year (See GAIN Report – TH5082 Grain and Feed Update, June 2015). 
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